Political Events preceding " Lusitania " Incident
nection the President made the following remark, which struck
*me very forcibly at the time:
*
" The United States must remain neutral because otherwise,
the fact that her population is drawn from so many European
countries would give rise to serious domestic difficulties/*
My remark about" the benevolence of the United States*
neutrality towards our enemies was at the time chiefly prompted
by the differences that had arisen with regard to the wireless
stations*
The fact that this question arose gives yet another proof
of how little we were prepared for war. By German enterprise
two wireless stations had been erected on the east coast of the
United States as a means of direct communication with Europe,
one at Sayville (Long Island), the other at Tuckerton (New
Jersey), Both were partly financed by American and French
capital* As at the beginning of the war the cable fell entirely
into English hands and was destroyed by them, we had no
telegraphic communication with home at our disposal. We
had to fall back exclusively on the wireless stations, when, as
frequently happened, we were unable to make use of the
circuitous routes via neutral countries. Unfortunately it
appeared that the legal position with regard to the proprietorship
of the two stations was not clear. Actions were immediately
bro\ight on the French side, and the closing of the stations by
decree of the courts demanded. Under these circumstances
it was fortunate for us that the German Government, after
tedious negotiations with mo, took over possession of both
stations. Otherwise they would have been closed and we
should have been unable to use them.
Our satisfaction at this decision was modified by the es-
tablishment of a censorship of radio-telegrams on the part
of the American Government on the strength of the Hague
Convention, which prohibits the communication by wireless
from a neutral country with the military or naval forces of a
combatant, If the stations had been publicly used before the
war we should have stood on firm legal*ground, for such cases
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